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Abstract:  

This research paper will explore the unquenchable quest and thirst for acculturation and 

economic empowerment of Hijras community and evaluates the Hijras life from an 

economic-acculturative perspective leading the Hijras community towards human 

growth, cultural enhancements and most necessarily the most advanced economic 

development.  
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The ancient greatest Indian Economist Chanakya in his "Kautilya's Arthashastra; the 

Way of Financial Management and Economic Governance" expounded and emphasized the 

need for economic prosperity and significance of possession of wealth with its management 

to exhibit the social existence. The economic wellness and excessive or at least an affordable 

wealth is an inevitable conditioned factor for the social recognition and status in the society. 

The social and human abasement of the Hijras community will be overcome and empowered 

only when they are uplifted economically. The economic curse on the Hijras makes them 

handicapped and deprived of the human acceptance and identity. As the satirical maxim 

which goes eye-opening money makes many things, anything and everything, the economic 

empowerment will certainly boost the possibilities to meet their unquenchable thirst for 

identity and societal acceptance. Though the constitutional economic privileges are assured to 

Hijras in the ascribed documents, there is no proportionate and transparent allocation and 

distribution of the grants. The economic lapse is one of the principle causes of societal 

abasement and human indifference. 

Acculturation is another predominant phenomenon for social existence in the high-

tech and fashion-filled contemporary world. When Hijras are striving and struggling for 

sheer survival and sustenance, the conceptual notion of acculturation will be a mere 
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Sisyphean task. After having been abased with social castration, getting cultured and going 

beyond existential issues of civilization, acculturation and modernity would definitely be an 

outreaching attempt of human concern. Nevertheless, the ignorance and indifference towards 

the cultural aspects of Hijras is an unpardonable and unavoidable element. Hijras ought to 

adopt cultural enhancements and be adapted with newer attitudes and outlook of their 

unethical and antisocial trivial issues which stain their communal identity. Economy and 

acculturation are the two most effective guiding forces which aid Hijras community to affirm 

their economic infirmity and stand against all sorts of abasement caused to the Hijras.  

Endanger of Economy Generation for Hijras Community 

Bernie Sanders an American politician explored the importance of economic equality 

saying "A nation will not survive morally or economically when so few have so much, while 

so many have so little". Economic resources and finance generation for the survival of Hijras 

is the concern of the current era. The traditional occupations done by the Hijras community is 

endangered now. Hijras used to have the traditional occupations of performances at 

childbirth and marriages. There are also survival occupations created by the Hijras 

themselves like singing and dancing in the public functions. The Hijras bless and ritualize the 

child or the married couple in the name of their mother goddess with a dance and singing 

songs with a drum. By these blessings the Hijras are offered badhai, traditional gifts in cash 

and goods, always consisting some sweets, cloth, and grains. Hijras for their existence started 

begging in the streets and from shops. These acts of sustenance are monitored on a daily 

rotational basis by the heads of the Hijras community. The constitutional rights for Hijras are 

formed in the legislature but they are not implemented in the executive. Money makes many 

things and more things perhaps as a vernacular maxim goes. The society accepts and allows 

money than men. Hence, it would ideal of the Hijras are empowered economically. For the 

economy is a recognition and identity in its own hidden characteristics. There is a lot of 

injustice done to the Hijras both in allocation and distribution of the general privileges 

economically. It is high time for the legal bodies to give a notion of the socially segregated 

Hijras in formulation and praxis of the government economic policies. Economic 

individuality and independence are the urgent concerns of the hour.  
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Prostitution as the Principle Economic Resource 

Catherine Deneuve a French actress with reference to prostitution quoted "Prostitution 

happens to you because of trouble you had". Yes, the Hijras opted for the immoral risking 

profession of selling their body for a very cheaper price if analyzed from the economic 

perspective. It's not because that they are thus by birth rather the negligence and low outlook 

of the society towards their misfortunes. There is a lot economic and physical exploitation of 

the Hijras by the normal men who pose if they were the symbols of sanctity and celibacy. 

Hijras are used, sorry, abused physically by the insane practices of sexuality. There are 

groups of the so-called sanctified sect of society looking merely for Hijras sexual business 

and amassing lakhs of money through Hijras. Unfortunately, it has become a digitalized and 

cyber business.  Prostitution is attributed to Hijras and this profane prostitution is considered 

deviant within the Hijras community, as it is in India generally, many Hijras earn a living 

from it. Katherine Murray Millett, an American Feminist writer, educator, artist and an 

activist says "The worst part about prostitution is that you're obliged not to sell sex only but 

your humanity. That's the worst part of it: that what you're selling is your human dignity. Not 

really so much in bed, but in accepting the agreement – in becoming a bought person". But 

due to the social castration and maltreatment Hijras run prostitution in houses and some other 

rented houses under the supervision of a house manager or "madam," which looks after part 

or all of the prostitute's incomes in return for shelter, food, a small allowance, and 

safeguarding the Hijras from the police and villainous customers. Many young hijra 

prostitutes are exploited by their madams, and a few live and work on their own selling 

human dignity and respect.  

Religious Economic Earnings of the Hijras 

"Religion has become so many different things. Religion is an economic thing for 

some people. Religion is a gun" is the quotation said by Ziggy Marley a Jamaican Musician 

referring to the religious economic earnings. In its connection, an undersized number of 

Hijras communities worship and serve the goddess Bahuchara and they give blessings to the 

visitors coming to the temple and propagate them with the stories of the goddess in exchange 

for money. Hijras identify with denouncers whom we usually address as the sannyasis, and 

life sannyasis, even Hijras have abandoned their family and caste identities in order to join 

their religious sects. Kate Bornstein the author the famous book ‘Gender Outlaw' says "The 
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whole transgender movement idea is happening in waves around the world. Some areas of the 

world are further along politically than others. The economy has a lot to with that as does 

moral or religious climate". Alike sannyasis Hijras community transcends their networks of 

social responsibility. The Hijras community doesn't have any social recognition in the society 

and they have a low hierarchical status. The Hijras community is well aware that their lack of 

remorse makes the society disinclined to provoke them or to resist their demands for money 

and therefore they trade on the fear and anxiety people have about them to coerce 

compliance. There is a superstitious belief in India that Hijras possess the power to curse 

people with barrenness and adversity most noticeably by lifting their clothes and exposing 

their mutilated genitals. And hence, the fear and anxiety of this belief provoke sufficient to 

compel most people to give in to their demands or at least to negotiate with them. 

Hijras Quest for Self Employment and Respectable Profession 

Amartya Sen the Noble prize winner economist from India emphasized the need for 

self-actualization and economic capability of the individuals irrespective of the gender. He 

said, "Poverty is not just lacking money; it is not having the capability to realize one's full 

potentials as the human being".  Most of the Hijras long to have a decent life of their own 

without depending on the traditional or attributed deteriorating professions like prostitution 

and public dances. Hijras are found as household servants, cooks, and in some cities in India, 

the Hijras even run public bathhouses at the bus and railway stations were a huge mock of 

the public commute. Hijras have a common complain that in contemporary Indian society 

Hijras opportunities to earn a living by the highly regarded modes and means of performing 

at marriages and births is taken away by some other religious rituals and rites. Also, these 

chances to make a livelihood is declined as the present trend is following smaller family set 

up, less elaborate life-cycle ceremonies, and due to a  general fall in the respect for traditional 

religious and ritual expertise. Hijras are capable enough to maintain effectively economic 

predominance if not the whole monopoly as one single realm over their ritual role. 

Considered and called by the larger society as emasculated men, the Hijras have noticeably 

seen that it is in their interest to conserve this definition of their role. They openly and 

intentionally do this by making loud and public gestures to denounce the frauds and fakes 

who imitate them. The Hijras community thus reinforces in the public mind their own sole 

right to their traditional occupations. Whenever Hijras find other genetically normal female 
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impersonators attempting to perform where it is their right to do so, they oppose and chase 

them away even to the extent of using physical force if required. Hijras demand and claim to 

exclusive entitlement to perform at life-cycle rituals and to collect alms in certain territories.  

Acculturation for Hijras 

M.F Moonzajer an Afghanistan-born writer cum journalist stating about the 

significance of the acculturation said that the culture is identity and personality which makes 

the spiritual, intellectual and emotional distinction from others. The contemporary globe is 

after the mania of acculturation and every country on earth is prominently promoting their 

own culture. Human development and social status are evaluated on the latest trends and 

acculturative aspects. Cultural values give identity and affirmation in a recognized society for 

the people under marginalization like the tribal flocks are known by their ways and means of 

external demeanor. The social behavior of a group of people with homogenous ideas, 

customs in practices and their beliefs initiates novel culture in a society which very orthodox 

in apparent nature. Similarly, Hijras have a completely different culture which the normal 

society is unaware of. At this juncture, there is a grave need for the Hijras for the exposition 

of their culture, customs, belief systems, and common ideologies.  

Getano Lui Jnr, a contemporary political strategist, the Deputy Mayor-Counselor-

Chairperson of the Yam Island and activist of socio-cultural-economic upliftment of the 

socio-economic victims of Yam community quoted "Maintaining one's culture, values and 

traditions is beyond price". In accordance with Getano, even the Hijras community ought to 

have kept up their cultural heritage. The circumstances for culture to be affirmed and 

accepted are very difficult to the Hijras community then the question of acculturation is more 

unimaginable to expect. Acculturation for Hijras is seen and considered as a dreamy 

aspiration and a cloudy imagination where this sect of neglected humanity is still craving for 

acceptance and recognition of the normal life. The Hijras fight for survival and sustenance 

now. Acculturation is an advanced level of the greater living and thus it has practical 

limitations it hoping for acculturation much prior to the cultural acceptance. There are several 

agencies and government policies working towards this globally and locally. To sum up the 

pointing view of the acculturation it is very much right and relevant to recollect what the 

Italian author-turned-political interviewer Oriana Fallaci who enjoyed a victorious long 
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journalistic career has preached and practiced the belief that the moment one should give 

his/her principles and your values, one is dead and one’s culture is also dead.  

Conclusion  

"Earth provides good enough to satisfy every man's need, but not every man's greed" 

is what Mahatma Gandhi said while talking about economic empowerment in India. 

Acculturation is an indication of acceptance and affirmation of a human person's entirety 

despite the human calculations of caste, color, race, religion, region, race and more especially 

Gender. The world has human beings not merely men and women alone. The Hijras and 

transgender need a human acceptance and approval. This will be realized only when there is 

economic equality for which the Hijras long for and acculturation which is the universal need 

of the modernized world. An unquenchable quest for acculturation and economic 

empowerment of the Hijras community is an index for the timely social adversity in the 

global society where the third category of humanity LGBT is rapidly evolving across the 

globe. Acculturation and economic empowerment are the only means and measurement for a 

complete acceptance of all human beings as equals. 
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